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veto the bill that we understand the Repub-
licans plan to forward to my desk. But I con-
tinue to urge Congress to reconsider and
send me a fair bill that meets the test of bal-
ance.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Letters were sent to J. Dennis Hastert,
Speaker of the House of Representatives; Richard
A. Gephardt, House minority leader; Trent Lott,
Senate majority leader; and Thomas A. Daschle,
Senate minority leader. An original was not avail-
able for verification of the content of this letter.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Reporting on an Extraordinary
Payment to the Russian Aviation and
Space Agency
June 29, 2000

Dear lllll:
The NASA Administrator has informed me

of his intent to proceed with an extraordinary
payment of $14 million to the Russian Avia-
tion and Space Agency for the purchase of
the pressure dome for the Interim Control
Module and the Androgynous Peripheral
Docking Adapter and related hardware for
the United States Propulsion Module for the
International Space Station. This payment is
subject to the provisions of section 6(g) of
the Iran Nonproliferation Act of 2000 (Public
Law 106–178) (the ‘‘Act’’).

I hereby notify the Congress that, upon
the expiration of the 5-day period specified
in section 6(g)(1)(A) of the Act, the payment
described above will be made. I have also
concluded that the conditions described in
section 6(g)(1)(B) and (C) of the Act have
been satisfied. Specifically, no report has
been made under section 2 of the Act; I have
no credible information of any activity that
would require such a report; and, the United
States will receive goods of value to the
United States commensurate with the value
of the extraordinary payment.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Benjamin A.
Gilman, chairman, House Committee on Inter-

national Relations; F. James Sensenbrenner, Jr.,
chairman, House Committee on Science; Jesse
Helms, chairman, Senate Committee on Foreign
Relations; John McCain, chairman, Senate Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation; and selected Representatives and Senators.

Remarks at a Reception for
Representative Sanford D. Bishop,
Jr.

June 29, 2000

Thank you. If I had any sense, I wouldn’t
say a word after that. [Laughter]

Thank you, Margo. I want to thank you
and Briggs for opening your beautiful home.
I had a great time. They took me in through
the ground floor, where there are all the golf
clubs and golf pictures. [Laughter] I almost
didn’t make it up here to you, folks. [Laugh-
ter]

I want to thank you all for helping Sanford
Bishop. I have a lot of friends here. In case
any of you think I was scandalizing Ada
Hollingsworth, we’ve been friends for more
than 20 years, so it’s okay. [Laughter] And
Calvin Smyre was with me in 1991, when
only my mother thought I could be elected
President. [Laughter] Jesse Brown and Sec-
retary West and Ron Dellums and I—I miss
him in the Congress, and so many of the rest
of you here. I thank you for being here for
him.

Sanford, I thank you for everything you
said, and especially for that poem. People
used to tell me in the tough times in the
last 8 years that the good Lord never gives
you more to carry than you can carry. And
I thought, ‘‘Well, he’s certainly tested the en-
velope with me.’’ [Laughter] There was a
time or two you could have fooled me.
[Laughter]

People ask me all the time, ‘‘Well, what
did you do? How did you do all that?’’ And
I don’t have much of an answer, except I
got up every day and realized that all those
people that were kind of after me, didn’t hire
me in the first place, that people like you
hired me, and I just figured if I worked on
my job and treated the rest as the cost of
doing business in the 1990’s, that everything
would work out all right. And it sort of did.


